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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
AWN ESSAY 
ON THE PROGRESS OF TRUTH. 
Mr. Epitor: 

I this week commence a series of numbers 
on the progress of nioral reform throughout 
the world. [ shall continue them if I have 
leisure and health, until I either exhaust my 
subject or my knowledge. ‘The importance 
and interesting nature of this subject, as well 
as my own method of treating it, will be un- 
folded as I proceed, hence need not be labour- 
ed in an exordium.—As a motto to my inquiry | 
I select Isaiah, chap. xxxv. 1. 

* The wilderness and the solitary place shall | 
be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice 
and blossom like the rose.” 

The final emancipation of the human race | 
from sin, misery and death, is a source of | 
pleasing contemplation, and may justly employ | 
the attention of those, who despair of ever | 
finding consolation from the prospective im- 
provement of man while an inhabitant of this 
sublunary state At a convenient time, we 
should not hesitate to wing imagination 
through regionsof ether, and survey a beati- 
fied universe bending around the throne of 
Light, bursting amid the rays of Jehovah's 
love; but the present requires us to cons.der 
what amelioration the progress of Truth will | 
make in the condition of human society be- 
low. 

Whatever bliss there may be in store for us 
in that unseen world to which we are all 
hastening, the present is all we can call our 
own. We are now inhabitants of the earth, 
and our chief inquiry should be—how can we 
render it a pleasing and desirable habitation ! 
1 am a believer in life and immortality beyond 
the grave; but Pam not ambitious of being 
one of that number who forget earth for hea- 
ven—who, to ensure the joys of that invisible 
kingdom, forego the rational pleasures of this 

The present generation owes a duty to all 
succeeding ones. The course we take will 
have a greater or less effect upon the morals 
or happiness of our latest posterity. We live 
not for ourselves alone; we are connected 
with all nations, all generations of men Let 
us not, then, because we expect spon to re- 
move to some distant clime, demolish or saffer 


| 
| 
| 


‘to decay, the institutions necessary to give 
| peace and felicity to our successors. There 
| are those, who think, if our future welfare or 
| happiness after death be secured, there is no 
necessity of troubling ourselves about our con- 
| dition here ; and if this generation was the 
last of the human race, there would be some 
| force in the consideration. But * one gene- 
ration passeth and another cometh, but the 
earth abideth forever” The parent finds suf- 


| ficient inducement to labour, that he may 
| secure his child a competent support; the 


philanthropist looks through futurity to ages 
yet unborn, and, while his bosom swells with 


| the prospect, he invokes the genius of im- 


provement to transmit them such institutions 
as shall preserve external peace and internal 
tranquility—to transmit them such a fund of 
knowledge, that the evils with which we and 
our forefathers have been afflicted, may never 
reach them, 

Is this no inducement to labour ? Look back 
then upon past ages; what deplorable ignor- 
ance has debased the human mind! Man has 
becn the slave of both civil and ecclesiastical 
tyrants. The dignity of bis nature has been 
forgotten amid the bigotry and superstition 
with which he has been governed. At one 
time, he is seen rushing with ruthless fury 
against his brother; at another bowing and 
cringing before a God of his own manufacturé 
—the property of a f+llow lordling, who sup- 
ports the luxury of his table with the produce 
of his blood—the dupe of designing hypo- 
crites, who make him sick, that they may be 
paid for curing him— filled with a zeal for 
God, fired with enthusiasm for his law, he is 
seen dealing forth death upon ali whose zeal 
and enthusiasm are different from his owa.— 
Robbed by the political despot of the right of 
pursuing happiness and enjoying the fruit of 
his labour—divested by the priest of the liber- 
ty of conscience and all the felicity of mental 
independence, he rises in gaudy ignorance or 
splendid poverty, in the most abject servitude 
and the most degrading superstition. A prey 
to all the evils of his physical constitution 
and the calamities incident to life, rendered 
thrice doubly severe byhis own folly and 
the exorbitant exactions of his brethren ;—~ 
war sweeps off its millions, carries mourning 
to.as many cottages, and childiessness te 85 
many mothers. ‘Theological wranglmg, in- 
testine divisions and domeatick dmgord, de 
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stroys what little repose might otherwise have 
been received !—Say, ye friends of the human 


race ! do you wish those evils to go down to | 


posterity have you no anxiety to remove 
these evils, that the wrongs and outrages which 
you have suffered may not be entailed upon 
your offspring ? 

But if these considerations have no weight 
with the philanthropist of the day, it only 
shows the degradation of their minds, the 
narrowness of their conceptions, and the feeble 
claim they have to the name they assume ; and 
no stronger argument is required to show the 
importance of a reformation throughout the 
world. Those, however, who can join in the 
prospective improvement of our race while 
here. reasons suiiicient to call forth their 
exertions. will contemplate with delight the 
improvement itsel!, and Inger with inexpressi- 
ble yratitade to God, on the certainty it will 
in due time be effected. 

The improvement of which we speak, or 
the reformation which we desire, 1s one that 
will recognize the origimal equality of the 
human family—-secure to them al] the rights 
which nature has given them, whether as in- 
dividuals or members of seciety. The govern- 
ment of the country recognizes many of our 
original rights and in a good degree secures 
them. (‘he reformation we seek, will base 
all institutions whether civil or ecclesiastical, 
upon this origumal equality), and wall call forth 
all the energics of statesmen, moralists or 
Civinesto preserve it. Government will! then 
aim at the good of the governed ; political, 
and other rulers will be the servants, not the 
masters of the people—will be . hose for the 
good of the whole, not of a few, and be sup- 
ported from a conviction of their utility, not 
because they have been born to hereditary 
advantages, or been forced upon us by circum- 
stances over which our partiality for ancient 
usages would give us no coniroul. 

Men wil! then be free in their persons, free 
to pursue hap; iness, and free to enjoy the 
good of their labours. Amid this freedom, 
mndustry wil] awake and all will be enabled to 
find a competent support. ‘Temptations to 
viee will be removed; crimes will become 
less and less frequent till they finally disap 
pear, and our jails and penitentiaries be thrown 
open. or cunverted to abodes of virtue and 
happiness. 





‘}he mind will then have recovered its inde- : 


pendence ; conscience wil] not then be bound 
by the fetters of priesteraft; but it will be- 
come the monitor.to virtue, the friend of man 
kind—will entwine around eaci) heart the 
cords of fraternal affection, and no more break 
a.brother on the wheel or burn him at the 
Stake. Reasi.n will have regained her long 
lost dominions; her mild and gentie laws will 
extend peace through all her empire, and | 


preserve the quietness and felicity of every 
bosom. The*happy’children of men wil! form 
he cheerful circle around the evening fire, 
give free exercise to all the kind and benevo- 
lent feelings of the heart, with no gloomy per- 
sonage to destroy their heaven born harmony, 
with his furious declamations and horrid de- 
nunciations! Implicit faith in unintelligible 
dogmas will find no adherents, Each will 
claim the right of examination ; whatever is 
not congenial with facts, corroborated by uui- 
versal experience, wt!l be laid aside as a rem- 
nani of ancient superstition. 

Religion will then rest for its support on a 
knowledge of human nature, not on the asser- 
tions of ignorant or iutecrested men. It will 
not be a fruitful source of unhappy contention, 
will not tend to alieniate the affections of 
brethren, nor drive them to the commission of 


| the foulest crimes that ever blackened the 
| page of history; but it will encourage all 


those goed actions, cheris! all those kind feel- 
ings, render all that mutual assistance which 
our dependant situation requires. 

Such is the improvement we seek, such is 
the reformation that will-be accomplished when 
men shall have recovered mental independ- 
ence, and shall dare reason on the nature and 
propriety of existing institutiuns; when they 
shall acknowledge no law but reason, no reli- 
gion but justice, no morality but humanity in 
all its forms. O. A. Brownson. 

TO BE CONTINUED. 
EXEC 2S Oars 
BOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
LETTER TO THE EDITOR. 
West- Bloomfield, Sept. 22, 1827. 

Dear Sir :—No apology I presume is need- 
ed in addressing you a few lines, standing as 
Ido on iisgab’s top. On every advance to 
that all momentous period, I find by happy 
experience the system of faith in which we 
are agreed, is ** like the shining light which 
shines more and more to the perfect day ;” and 
for this cogent reason, it rests on the promise 
and vath of Almighty God, being yea and 
amen, to His glory and the best good (present 
and iuture) of all His intelligent offspring.— 
lloping it may be a mean (though a feeble 
one) of animating you to further duties under 
the accumulated weight of opposition with 
which you have to contend, I would state that 
ever since you set up your Ebenezer in sup- 
port of the good cause you: have avouched, it 
has been to me no small source of consolation, 








. Theretore, dear brother, go on ; exert all your 


powers and faculties, and have no doubt of 
the result; rest assured that * the Lord is thy 
keeper ; the Lord is thy shade, upon thy right 
hand; He will preserve thee from afl evil; 
He will preserve thy soul from this time forth 
and even. forever more.” Let our zeal be 
according to knowledge, and we cannot, in & 
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sense, have too much; yet it is highly im- 
portant that we be guarded against fanaticism, 
that spontaneous excresence of enthusiasm, 
10 which human nature, even in its best state, 
issubject. It is a matter of deep regret, that | 
our brethren generally are by far too supine | 
and lukewarm; their minds are neglected; | 
their daily walk is not so circumspect as it 
ought tobe; and I fear they are too lax in the 
performance of duties so higlily necessary to 
the up building of the faith they profess, not 
viewing with scrutiny the common enemy, who 
(now in their last struggles) are putting into 
requisition every effort which ingenuity or 
stratagem can devise. 

Perhaps, at no period of my life, have I 
desired my present existence prolonged more 
than at the present, that I might bear testimo- 
ny against those libels which have been, and 
now are, cast on the character of a benevolent 
God and a blessed Saviour. For months past 
‘Ihave contemplated forwarding fer the Ad- 
vocate, some ideas on religious topics, which, 
to my knowledge, have not yet been noticed ; 
but indisposition and other occurrences have 
thus far prevented; yet I am not without 
hopes that the Lord wiil enable me before jong 
to accoinplish my wishes. It is matter of la- 
mentation that more than thirty years of my 
life have, in a manner been lost in resting or 
endeavouring to rest on the Calvinistick creed, 
aitended with doubts, fears and torment; but 
blessed be the’ God and Father of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, that he has spared 
me, like Simeon, to sec them all dispelled. | 
Hence an important question arises, what has 
been the issue? I answer, instead of giving 
loose to my Corrupt passions and propensities, 
{as is often cast as a stigma at the doctrine.) I 
think I can reply in sincerity and truth, that 
light, peace and joy have succeeded. I can 
now lovea God who always loved me; [I can 
love, not a part but a whole and complete Sa 
viour; I can love the human family because 
their Creator loves them, and they are my 
brethren not only in time but in eternity. 
Gratitude to my great Benefactor inclines my 
heart, because he always did, and always will 
carve out my portion in time and eternity, for 
my best good; and why? because he constitu- 
ted me with powers and faculties capable of 
knowing, loving, and enjoying him; and, assu- 
redly he will never cause his works to be defa- 
ced. Uniting with the great Apostle, I can 
therefore present my body, yes, and my soal 
and spirit also, a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable unto God which is my reasonable 
desire. H. 


EE 
The following Extract, from the pen of Br. Fisk, 
formerly an associate editor of the Advocate, will be 
ead, we doubt not, with satisfaction by every friend of 
truth and religion into whose hands it may fall. We 


-alas ! 





would recommend it to the particular notice cf those 








Se 





{ who are continu’J!y crying out that Universalism is a 
| dangerous doctrine—ca!culated to lead maukind‘into 


all kinds of vice and iniquity ;—it may have a tenden: 
cy to convince them that ‘heir preaching is culeulated 
to corrupt the heart. “ And as in duty bound,” &e. 
Epiron Gos. Apv. 
POR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATR. 
EXTRACT FROM A DISCOURSE: 
BY T. FISK. 

‘* The way of transgressors is hard.”=< 
Prove: bs xiii 15th. 

‘** bo we need more proof that the way of 
transgressors ishard’ Ask him, whose hands 
have shed the blood of a fellow being—ask 
him if his path is soft and bright—ask Aim if 
his meridian is calm and cloudless ; and what 
would be his answer? iie would answer you 
with the wild rolling of his eye, with the chill 
of death in his veins, that he felt in his bosom 
a consuming fire! that if he paused, it was 
amidst horrour and distraction—if he looked 
forward, he felt the gnawings of that worm 
which never dies, tearing asunder his ‘very 
heart strings! Follow him a litde farther — 
see him arrested by the officers of justice— 
loaded with chaims and cast into a dungeon, 
where the voice of consolation was never 
heard, whore the rays of heaven shed no light, 
where no eye glances compassion! but where 
darkness, dampness, and silence reign, in hor- 
rible gloom to his guilty soul! See him 
brought to the bar, and tried by that law which 
saith, ** whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man 
shall his biood be shed!” Look at him once 
more, as ke is launched into eternity, and 
then tell me, you that can, that the way of 
the transgressor, shines brighter than that of 
the righteous ! 


Turn to a more common spectacle—look at 
the man of intoxication—see him reeling and 
staggering home from some publick place of 
resort, a bloated curse to himself, his family, 
and ail mankind. Once, perhaps, he was 
looked up to with friendship and respect ; 
genius flashed in his eye ; eloquence dropped 
from his lips; and his friends were anxiously 


Jooking forward to a period, when he should 


clothe himself, with fame and renown; but 
how sad is the reverse! In the noon- 
tide of joy—in the very day-spring of fortune 
and nonour—even then, lay lurking in his 
path, thisdemon of desolation! . His friends 
must be merry with him; they must gaily 
quaff the flowing bow! to his success in life ; 
soon -he habit of loitering at these store-houses 
of ruin became fixed ; soon the serpent of the 
Stull, more subtle than that which beguiled 
Eve, wound its venomous fangs around his 
very soul! And what is he now? Despised 
and scorned by all mankind ; suak below the 
level of that brute which wallows in the mite ; 
his home a desolation—his starving, naked 
children crying bitterly for e morsel of bread 
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THe-partner of his former joys, mourning in 
the bitterness of her soul over the memory of 
days, when the sun in heaven seemed but to 
rise for her happiness! when wrapped in the 
inchantments of fancy, this world seemed a 
weedless garden; all above was sunshine, all 
beneath was flowers! Now what is her situa- 
tion? Pale and wan, heart broken,—she is 
fast sinking to the tomb, * where the wicked 
cease from troubling, and the weary are at 
rest !” 

Look at the husband: once affluent and 
happy, respected and beloved ;—now his hands 
trembling; -his lips quivering; bis tongue 
stammering, and his face covered with wounds 
and bruises; an outcast in society, his house 


stripped, and himselt a beggar! A few more 


short days, and the alms-house receives him, | 


covered with filth and disease, and racked 
with excruciating pain; he breathes his last, 
and the clods of the valley cover him! 
* © that men were wise, 

That they did not put an enemy in their mouths, 

To steal away their brains.” 

The man of dissipation is walking, as it 
qvere, upon a flaxen thread above a lake of 


fire, momentarily exposed to sink into irre- | 


trievable misery, shame and disgrace. 

Ask the thief, if among his ill-gotten wealth 
there is not acanker worm, that destroys its 
worth, and his peace of mind; if he has not 
ever found this a crooked path? Go to the 
haunts of vice, ask her votaries, if they ever 
yet have raised the chalice of guilty pleasure 
to their lips, without finding by melancholy 
experience, that it contained liquid fire, 
wormwood and gall ! 

And yet Christians tell us, notwithstanding 
the melancholy experience of every day to the 
contrary, that the path of virtue is hedged 
up, and full of thorns while here on earth, and 
that the way of vice is strewed with flowers ; 
that it is all sunshine and beauty now; but 
in the world to come, this order of things will 
be reversed ! 

Is this the way to convert men to believers ? 
Is this the way to prevent men from trans- 
gressing the law of God? No wonder men 
love darkness rather than light; no wonder 
their deeds are evil, when they are told that 
this course is indispensable to their present 
happiness! This is the one thing mankind 
are in search after ; and if Christians tell us 
that it is a dreadful hard thing to be virtuous, 
and seem to think that even eternal life will 
hardly compensate them for all the trouble of 
being good, as some are pleased to express 
themselves; if they tellus that happiness here 
is only to be found in the bowers of vice; the 
consequence is, that men will hardly embrace 
their gloomy, dreadful, hard religion ! 

We are often accused of preaching a dan- 
gerous doctrine. If we instructed men that 


| . 
| payable in advance, 


that they might imbrue their hands in deeds 
of darkness and blood; and repent half an 
hour before they died and go directly to hea- 
ven; enjoying meanwhile greater peace and 
happiness than. the man who walked virtuonsly 
—if we preached such doctrine as this, that 
he was neither punished here nor hereafter, 
we might be accused, and in truth too, of 
preaching a dangerous doctrine. 

But ave preach no such doctrine as this. 
We say ‘ whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap’—the same that he sowed, and 
in the same field. We are all farmers enough 
to know that we do not expect to reap our 
crops in Europe, when we sow our seed in 
America; and we ought to be Christians 
enough to know that ‘ the righteous are recom- 
pensed IN rus EARTH, much more the wicked 
and the sinner !’” 





‘ADVOCATE AND INVESTIGATOR. 





“* EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE Fairu.”” 





OUR OWN CONCERNS. 

It will have been perceived by the Prospectus of 
the next volume of the Gospel Advocate, that our 
terms are ultered to one dollar and fifty centsa yearg 
It may be somewhat difficult for 


some of our friends, who reside in places where we 
| have no agent, to transmit that amount by mail. Such, 





| 


they might Jive eighty or ninety years in sin-— j Members ; and the more good things the better. 


if they prefer it, can send us /wo dollars, and the fifty 
cents over the price of the paper, vill be applied. on 
the postage, sd that they can receive the full value of 
their money. Our agents will do us an essential favour, 
by collecting all arrearages, and forwarding the 
amount without delay; for notwithstanding our best 
exertions, and the aid of our excellent friends, we 
have now nearly two thousand dollars standing out, 
for the current volume of this paper. We hope, and 
verily believe, that our brethren will not neglect us 
as the sum due from each ig smal!, 
Our expenses 


another weck ; 
while to us it is of great consequence. 
are nearly thirty dollars a week, and must be paid ! 
We do hope, therefore, that our generous patrons wil!, 
by timely attention to these things, place us in a situa- 
tion to continue our labeyrs without embarrassment. 

It will have been noticed by our readers, that a pre- 
mium of TwENTY DoL_LaRS has been offered to the 
students of the Theological Seminary in this place, for 
the best written essay against the doctrine of Univer. 
salism! This, though rather a novel way of getting 
along, we think will have a tendency to elicit truth. 
From the opinion we have formed of the gentlemen of 
the Seminary, we entertain strong hopes of their com- 
pliance with the terms of the proposal ; and if so, our 
readers may expect an interesting debate in the com- 
mencement of the next volume. We are pledged to 
publish the first and second best productions, and pro- 
bably shall give the whole of them to our readers, as 
we doubt not the ability of the gentlemen to do honour 
to themselves and the institution of which they are 
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Our subscription list, we are happy in saying, in- | limitarian notion of eternity be correct, we can -eemo 


creases more or less every week, and since the remo- 


propriety im having any law at all—for all these mat- 


val of the establishment to this place, we have added | ters will be set in their proper order at last! But our 


about four hundred respectable names to it, which 
evinces a liberality on the part of our friends for which 
we cannot be too thankful. We have received such 
unqualified assurances of publick approbation, not 
only of our feeble efforts to disseminate truth, but 
also of the measure we were led to adopt in removing 
the-paper to this place, that a doubt does not remain 
as to the expediency of continuing our exertions. 


But respectable as is our patronage, it is desirable 
that it should be increased : First, because the more 
extensively the paper is circulated the greater will be 
the effect : secondly, because, by a more liberal and 
prompt support, we shall be able hereafter to reduce 
the price. If each of our patrons would procure one 
new subscriber for the next volume, and forward the 
amount for the year, it would enable us to afford the 
seventh volume for one dollara year! If our friends 
could but realize the importance of this measure, they 
would, we think, exert themselves in our behalf,— 
Our opponents are vigilant, and it becomes the friends 
of liberal principles to be on the alert, 

Our Western friends, to whom we are already under 
many obligations, may rest assured that we are not 
ungrateful. It will be our endeavour to merit a con- 
tinuance of their liberal support ; and we hope to be 
able to afford them our little sheet as cheap, and to 
make jt as interesting, as any other of the kind. 

With devout acknowledgments for ali favours, and 
confidence in the good wishes of our friends, we re- 
spectfully request the aid of God and our brethren, 

Eortor. 
ere 
A STRANGE LETTER. 

We were not a little amused with the following 
letter, and thinking it worthy of preservation, we 
avail ourself of the permission of its authour io insert 
it, @ precious memorial of charity and biblicel—not 
to Christian knowledge. 

*Flemingsburg, Ky. Oct. 30, 1827 
Editor of the Gospel Advocate :—~ 

You are hereby notified that M. B 
your subscribers, has left the place without paying his 
bill of postage! Such conductyig, however, pert: ctly 
consistent with the doctrine you have taught. You 
will discontinue his paper. And if your doctrine is 
true, no one can le benefitted by believing, nor injured 
by not believing. Moral rectitude is not necessary to 
salvation—all the crimes that can possibly be com- 
mitted cannot endanger man’s salvation—all are equul- 
Jy sure of eternal bliss ! Your publication is useless 
your labour vain! For on your principle every 
man will be saved, ascertain without your printing 
or pomeiing You may insert this if you wish. 

A. G. -Howston, P. M. 
REMARKS. 

Now the writer uf the foregoing, we guess, is a be- 
liever ina day of judgment after death, and evdless 
torment in eternity; and if so, we cannot see why he 
should fee) so bad about losing his postage; ior when 
be meets his delinquent at the judgment day, he can 
present hig claim, and bave it liquidated! Andis the 











j 
gZ, one of 





good friend, the Post-Master of Flemingsburg,. per- 
haps is afraid that the delinquent will repent. before 
he dies, and so evade the penalty of the law! Q, yes 
—there is the difficulty. For if orthodoxy tells the 
truth, a timely repentance will, like the insolvent act 
of New-York, exempt the soul of the.sinner from im- 
prisonment. in hell, and leave those whom he bes 
cheated out of their postage bills to go without re- 
compense ! 

But suppose our good friend the P. M. should have 
his gwn way; would he punish M. B g& toall 
eternity? That would be too bad! Now we believe 
that * the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth, 
much more the wicked and the sinner ;” and theré- 
fore, if we ever have a chance to get our pay of the 
above named delinquent, we shall surely do it, and 
advise the Post-Master to do the same. For if we let 
it run on to eternity, we may never get our recom- 





‘pense t 


But suppose our salvation is sure; does it follow 
that our doctrine teaches men to cheat postmasters? 
No—we teach men to do justly, love mercy, and to 
walk humbly, that they may receive the reward of 
well-doing here in time, ‘We reckon God will take 
care of us in eternity! Indeed, we should. feet xery 
unhapry did we believe that the eternal salvation of 
even one soul depended upon what we preach or pub- 
lish! Yet we do not think our laboar is alfogether 
vain aud useless,—for we are appointed to make 
known the riches of God’s love and»grace, that the 
world may learn to love Gnd and keep bis command- 
ments. We might us well say that the preservation 
of our health is'a-matter of no consequence, beeause 
we shall die ere long and he ri of our pains, as to say 
that we shall sooner or later be saved, and thereforg 
we necd give ourselves no trouble about our present 
comfort! We believe our good friend in Kentucky 
will be saved from all sin and pain in eternity, but at 


} the came time hope he will not be unhappy in time. 


Epiror. 
ee 


To ConresPonDkNTS.—Geo. W, Brooks, in reply 
to Asa, is received ; but previously, a second. commu- 
nication has been received {rom “ Asa,” which render- 
ed it inexpedient to publish thatof G., W. B. until a 
certain condition should be complicd with by. tho 
former. Ii “ Asa” chall think proper ‘to: favour us 
with his name, that -we may know who we contend 
with, his inquiries will be published ; and then there 
will be room for any dispassionate reply that shall be 
considered to the purpose. 

We have several trials for heresy’ on hand—one of 
Mrs. Emerson, one of Mrs, Doage, and the conclusion 
of Mrs, E. Curtis. They are all prepared for: the 
press and will appear before long; but owing to their 
length, and a press of matter from other cortespond- 
ents, they have been delayed longer than is desirable. 
Apropos—we would suggest to our friends, who Shall 
hereafter partake of the pleasure of excommunication 
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from 2 corrupt church, to have the proceedings ex- 
pressed in as few words as possible ; for that kind of 
papal denunciation seems to increase latterly, and we 
fear the grievances of all caunot be redressed unless 
We use brevity. 


Several communications have been received from 
our géod friend J. B.S. but the hasty and incorrect 
manné? in which they have been written requires that 
they should be copied before they are put into the 
hands of the compositor; and really, a multiplicity of 
cares inseperably connected with our publick and pri- 
vate duties, renders it impossible to devote much of our 
time te correcting the communications of our fri--.ds. 
This circumstance will serve as an apology for any 
delay in their publication. fis examinetion of Mr. 
Kefes’ sermon is in progress, &nd the remainder will 
eppetr soon after this week. 

The well-written essay of our old friend T. F. is 
received, and is forthcoming in our present number 
—God willing. 

We might add many more apologies—but what 
evaileth it? 

Mr. ‘Badger's reply to W.1. Reese, No. 2, is receiv- 
ed, but too late for publication this week. 
ees 


WISCBLLAW Y. 
POR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
CHRISTIANS BEWARE! ! 


A certain person, as report says, was heard 
to say in a meeting for religious worship, not 
tong since, that were it not for the civil law, 
the sinners in Auburn would eat up the saints 
for bread!! A certain sinner, to whom the 
circumstance was related, rather dryly re- 
marked—and we think with some propriety if 
all the saints are as simple as the person who 
mae the former declaration—that the sinners 
in Auburn were not so fond of dovgh ! 

It is alittle curious, that our good neigh- 
bours should consider all the world’s peuple 
cannibals! We are willing, if it will do any 
gaod, to be called: **infidels”’ .- “* hereticks”— 
and even “ recruiting sergeants of the devil ;” 
but, gentlemen, don’t call us inan-eaters. 

This affair brings to mind an anecdote.— 
« A Certain man”—to use the language of our 

ntsyresiding at a “certain place” —who 
had found out that three times one is three; 
observed to his neighbour, that formerly the 
devil was doomed to go on his belly and eat 
Dust all the days of his life—but now, as is 
said by the orthodox, he walks on all fours, 
and feeds on * immortal! souls!” Perhaps our 
Christian neighbours, thinking us devils, Sc. 
imagine that we to, would like food of the 
game kind; but if they will mind their own 
affairs and let us enjoy the ordinary civilities 
of life, we will yet convince them that we do 
not bite our neighbours ! 

A Rervtep Heretics. 








The following remarks are from the Chirtstian Regis- 
ter, an Unitarian publication, and relate to the dis- 
_ course of Ezra Stiles Ely of Philadelphia, an extract 
from which was published in this paper a few weeks 
since. Weconcur with the writer in his opinions, 


and rejoice that so able a defender of the rights of 


mankind, has entered upon the work of holding up 
to contempt the miserable plans of the self-styled 
orthodox. Apropos—the Christian Register is ably 
conducted, and devoted to the defence of libere) 
Christianity ;—it is published weekly at Boston, 
Mass. Ep. 
AN AMERICAN HIERARCHY! 


We would call the attention of our readers, and, 
if it were possible, of every friend of religious 
liberty in the land, to the sentiments and pur- 
poses recently avowed by a Presbyterian Doc- 
tor of Divinity, which we have placed on our 
first page. Proceeding as they do from the no- 
torious author of “ Retrospective Theology,” 
it is not’supposed that much character can at- 
tach to them, or that they can derive any au- 
thority from this circumstance in their origin. 
The little respect, however, that we may enter- 
tain for the intellect or character of the writer 
ought not to render us blind to his schemes, 
or inattentive to his designs. In the present 
case, we regard this Ezra Sryztes Exy a3 the 
mere organ of the Presbyterian purty—and if 
they see fit to select such a representative to 
proclaim their wishes and, however meanly 
we may think of their judgement, weare bound 
to regard his views and projects as deserving 
of all the respect, and invested with ail the 
authority, that the General Assembly can cha!- 
lenge. We consider these extracts impcrtant, 
because they disclose the ulterior purpose of 
that system of measures, which has been so 
ingeniously framed, and so steadily and zea!- 
ously forwarded by the orthodox party in this 
country. For several years past a plan lias 
been maturing for amalgamation the multifa- 
rious and discordant sects which lay claim to 
that favourite, yet ambiguous title. The eyvi- 
dence and the fruits of this plan may be seen 
in the several ** Wadional”’ institutions lately 
established, for @he diffusion of their common 
dogmas, such as the American Tract Society, 
the Foreign and Home Missionary Societies, 
&c. There now appears among the more am- 
bitious and designing leaders of the party a 
disposition to form a powerful conspiracy, to 
crush the growth of liberal opinions, and to 
render it jmpolitick at least, if not dangerous, 
for a man to avow himself a dissenter from the 
new-fangled Calvanism now in vogue. 

We have recently witnessed among ourselves 
a specimen of what some of those ambitious 
ecclesiastics would do, if their power but cor- 
responded to their will. The late impotent 
and fruitless attempt of a Connecticut theolo- 
gian to establish here the doctrine, that the 
minority should overrule the majority ip el! 
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ecclesiastical affairs, evidently betrayed his | advocates of religious liberty of every deno- 


apprehension that liberal and rational views of 
Christianity were fast spreading through the 
orthodoz congregations in our state, arid that 
his cause was desperate if the choice between 
the two systems were left for a few years longer 
to the uncontrolled decision of the people. 
Every one who knows very well that in one 
point of view it isa mere machine, by which 
the minister accomplishes his various purposes. 


If the congregation then can only be brought | 


under complete and perpetual subjection to 
the church the orthodox hierarchy 1s at once 
established, and the religious vassalage of the 
people is sealed forever. These anti-scriptural 
and anti-republican projects, we rejoice to 
say, are not of native growth, but were impor- 
ted from abroad, by men ‘ unawares brought 
in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty, 
that they might bring as into bondage.” Por 
some years past, it should be recollected, there 
have crept into our Congregational churches 
Consociationist from Connecticut, and Presby- 
terians from the Suuth, bringing with them as 
might be expected, their predilections in favor 
ef the peculiar authority and discipline exer- 
cised by those ecclesiastical tribunals, and 
either wholly ignorant of, or utterly opposed 
to, the principles and the spirit, which from 
the first settlement of the country -have pre- 
vailed in the Congregational societies of ‘the 
Old Colony” and ‘*the Massachusetts.” Itis 
chiefly by strangers of this description that 
the implicable hostility to our free religious 
institutions is cherished and fomented. And 
we have reason to apprehend that by a treach- 
erous combination with their former connexions 
and old coadjutors of the Connecticut and 
Presbyterian school, they will endeavor to 
abridge and destfoy our religious liberties. — 
That they have the disposition and the will to 
reduce the whole country to a state of religious 
vassalage, we entertain not the slightest doubt. 
We have long since lost all confidence in the 
principles of the orthodox leaders. We believe 
that what they fiad themselves unable to ac- 
complish by reason and argument, they are 
determined to effect by excitement, and cla- 
mour, and conspiracy. ‘The afguments they 
cannot confute, they will smother—the men 
whom they cannot silence they will break 
down. 

We would not be considered alarmists— 
but we do apprehend that a more serious and 
important controversy than has ever yet been 
known in our jand, is ere long to be. decided 
at the tribunal of publick opinton—it may be 
at the ballot box. It 1s not a controversy about 
the dogmas and opinions of opposing sects ; 
but a controversy vetween tie iriends and 
enemies of religious freedom. Tie former 
may be called upon before they are aware to 
bear their testimony, and to gatier up their 
strength for the contest. We call upon the 


mination, to be upon their guard; to watch 

every movement, and to resist to the utmost 

the very first encroachments of those aspiring 

and despotick men who preside over the or- 

thodox councils. ‘Give place to them by 
| subjection, no, not for an hour. Stand fast in 
i the liberty wherewith Christ hath made yoy 

free, and be not entangled again with the yoke 
| of bondage.” 

| sieblishiel 

Sectarian Sririr.—-When a man or wo- 
man drinks into a sectarian spirit, they be- 
come like a board which has been 
warped by the sun or fire. It seemed impossi- 
ble to bend it back without breaking. 

Thus with a sectarian character, when he 
gets fairly initiated into the spirit of sectari- 
anism he is about ruined. You can do no 
more with him than you can with the crooked 
board or plank. His mind is so warped or 
perverted that it is incapable of receiving right 
impressions ; and exhibiting the truth to him 
is like “casting pearls before swine, or giving 
that which is holy to dogs.” —N. Y. Teélescope. 

occ 

ANOTHER New scneme,—A plan has lately 
beea adopted in England, for raising funds for 
benevolent institutions, by « Aquatick Exeur- 
sions,” and ** Publick Religious Tea and Cof- 
fee Parties,” accompanied * select musick.”’ 
This, even the Boston Recorder calls an evil 
which requires to be firmly resisted—obsery- 
ing :, ** This is considerably in advance of the 
dinner, which in some instances has } ac- 
companied an annual meeting ; aud which oc- 
casioned one to say, in writing to a friend, * we 
had good eating and speaking.’ We have ith- 
ported the custom of having set speeches; and 
it is to be hoped that may suffice for us. A 
writer in the Baptist Magazine, Taises his voice 








arrested, before tiiey lead on to ‘a publick re« 
ligious play, or ball, or masquerade,’” 
= 

A Touch AT THE suBLIME.—The Hon. F. 
De Roos relates the following aneedote in his 
American Travels. He was sitting by moon- 
light on the brink of Niagara, gazing at 
the wondets of the place, untik his sen- 
ses seemed absorbed in con ion. 
‘“* While reflecting” says he, upon the inade- 
quacy of janguage to describe the wonders 
which I surveyed, an American gentleman, to 
my great amusement tapped me on the shoul- 
der, and * guessed’ that it ‘ was pretty droll!* 
{t was difficult for me to avoid laughing in his 
face—yet I could not help envying him in his 
vocabulary, waich had so eloquently released 
me from my dilema.”’ 


—=— 
If instead of wandering after.the meteors 
of philosophy, which fill the world with splen- 





against the ‘ Parties ;’ and hopes they may be 
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dour for awhile and then sink and are forgot 

ten; the candidates of learning fixed their 
eyes upon the permanent lustre of moral and 
religious iruth ; they would fiad a more certain 
direction to happiness. A little plausibility 
of discourse, and acquaintance with unneces- 


sary speculations, is dearly purchased, when it | 


excludes those instructious which fortify the 
heart with resolution, and exalt the spirit to 
independence. 

Aaeeror 





The British ** Socicty fom Promoting Chris- 
tidnity amon,; the Jews,” have at present 33 
missionaries , We doubt whether they have 
made as many real converts since the com- 
mencement of their operations.— Wai. Gaz. 

atl 





Acorrespondent in the state of Maine writes: 


--* Great exertions for the establishing of a | 


permanent religious establishment, are making 
in this quarter, and for educating what 1 call 
ignorant, idle, imprudent young men for the 
ministry.” 
WEE 

His Holiness Pope Lev XII. has lately sent 
over his Legate General to South America, 
for the purpose of re-establishing the Church 
there, and to preserve it from the deleterious 
influence of Deism and Protestantism, which 
have, it seems, made considerable progress. 

[ Late paper. 





=e eee 
OBITUARY- 
DIED—In the towa of Ashtabula, State of Ohio, 


on Monday the 15th uit. after a most painful iliness of | 


five months, Mr. JONATHAN GILBERT, Jun. in 
the 56th year‘of his age. 

‘As it figs-been frequently alledged by the opposers 
of yniversal salvation, that it will do to live by, but 
@nclle de by, 


never heard to complain or murmur against the de- 
crees of heaven, but exhibited a patience and resigna- 
tion to the will of divine Providence, with a truly 


Christian fortitude, relymg-upon Christ as the Saviour 


© of man, ‘and God whose tender mercies are over all 
the works of his hands; and departed this life with a 
full belief, and joyful hope of the final restitution of 
all created intelligencies to holiness and happiness. 
While laying upon the couch of sickness he was 
frequently visited by persons of different denomina- 
tions, who appeared to feel a very great interest for 
Nis future welfare on account of his belief. One thing 
they appeared to be very solicitous to know, and that 
‘was, when it-was he met with a change of heart; tor 


it appeared if he could tell them that, and the precise | 
He iniormed | 
them that if they meant a miraculous change, he knew | 
nothing of the matter; but informed them, that da- | 


“time, they would be better satisfied. 


ring his life he had endeavoured to live honestly and 
. deal justly with all mankind, and put his trust in God, 
as a being who would by no means ciear the guilty.— 
All acknowledged that they never saw a person more 


composed, more calm and more resigned than he was, | 


which to them was reaily surprising. 
He was frequently asked if his faith continued firm 
and steadfast in the doctrine of the restitation oi all 


things ;—he would answer, with an animation upon i 


his countenance,—* Yes, my faith grows stronger and 
stronger in the doctrine, and the nearer l approach the 


I would barely observe, (hat during Mr. | 
Gilbert’s long period of sickuess and distress, he was | 
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dark valley of the shadow of death, I feel more con- 

fidence in the final reconciliation of ali mankind to 
, holiness and happiness.” And so it was to the last.— 
| He looked to Christ as a whole Saviour, trusting in 
| the promises of God as a being of infinite love and 

perfections—a being the same yesterday, to-day, and 
| forever—a being of goodness mercy and justice, who 
gave his only begotten Son to be a propitiation for our 
| sins, and not for ours only, but, for the sins of the whole 
| world. He could say with the Apostle, “O! death, 
| where is thy sting ! O! grave! where is thy victory !” 
; And thas he passed from the stage of action to an 
unseen world, where the weary are at rest and the 
wicked cease from’ troubling. 

5o mote it be-God of our Salvation.— Com. 




















L£rom the Spirit and Manners of the Age. 
HEAVEN. of 


Heaven is the land where troubles cease, 
Where toils and tears are o’er ; 

The sunny clime of rest and peace, 
Where cares distract no more, 

And not the shadow of distress 

Dims its unsullied blessedness, 


Heaven is the home where spirits dwell, 
Who wander’d here a while, 

And “seeing things invisible,” 
Departed with a smile 

To hail, amid sepulchral night, 

The mormng of eternal light. 


Heaven is the everlasting throne, 
Where angels veil their sight ; 
Whence He—the high and holy One 

Throughout those realms of light, 
Diffuses by one thrilling glance, 
The glory of his countenance. 





Heaven is the place where Jesus lives 
| To plead atoning blood, : 
While to his prayers the Father gives 
An unknown multitude, 
Whose harps and tongues through endless days, 
Shall crown his head with songs of praise. 


Heaven is the temple whither prayer, 
From saints on earth ascends ; 

The dwelting of the Spirit, whence 
His influenc@ descends 

Like heavenly dew, to cheer and bless 

His children in the wilderness. 


Heaven is the dwelling piace of joy, 
The home of light aad love, 

Where faith and hope in rapture die,—~ 
And ransomed souls, above, 

Drink mm, beside the eterna! throne, 

Bliss everlasting and unknown. 
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